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A	new	orchestra	playing	ancient	music	
THÜRINGER	BACH	COLLEGIUM	
	
Weimar,	 April	 2018;	 Thuringia	 is	 often	 described	 as	 the	 land	 of	 Bach,	 as	 the	 Baroque	 composer	
Johann	Sebastian	Bach	(*	1685	in	Eisenach	–	†	1750	in	Leipzig)	spent	the	first	30	years	of	his	life	in	
Eisenach,	Arnstadt,	Weimar	and	other	towns	and	cities	of	Thuringia.	He	came	from	a	musical	dynasty	
that	had	already	shaped	the	Thuringia	music	scene	for	150	years	at	the	time	of	his	birth.			
Throughout	 the	world,	 he	 is	 the	most	 famous	member	 of	 the	 Bach	 family	 of	musicians.	 Thuringia	
practically	“breathes”	Bach	and	it	has	a	long	tradition	of	preserving	Bach’s	musical	heritage.	Although	
his	 works	 initially	 fell	 into	 oblivion	 after	 his	 death,	 classical	 music	 since	 the	 19th	 century	 has	
meanwhile	become	inconceivable	without	them.	Innumerable	concerts	and	festivals	honouring	Bach	
and	his	music	bear	witness	to	this.	
In	many	areas	of	music,	Bach	paved	the	way	and	contributed	to	the	enhancement	of	musical	forms	
and	language.	Some	of	his	works	continue	to	transcend	the	established	canon	of	forms.	Hence,	the	
“Bach”	 in	the	new	ensemble’s	name	not	only	symbolises	the	programme	itself	but	also	 its	claim	of	
offering	a	new,	fresh	and	captivating	sound.			
	
Thüringer	Bach	Collegium	–	ancient	music	heads	for	new	shores	
A	new	star	has	risen	in	the	sky	of	ancient	music	in	Weimar.	The	Thüringer	Bach	Collegium	is	playing	
works	 by	 Johann	 Sebastian	 Bach,	 his	 ancestors	 (from	 the	 Altbachische	 Archiv),	 his	 sons	 and	 his	
contemporaries	in	a	historically	informed	performance	on	antique	instruments.		
The	 founders	 are	 two	 “old	 hands”	 in	 the	 orchestra	 business	 of	 Thuringia’s	 cultural	 scene.	 The	
ensemble	 is	 being	 conducted	 by	 the	 Gernot	 Süßmuth,	 Johann	 Sebastian	 Bach’s	 successor	 as	
concertmaster	of	the	Staatskapelle	Weimar.	Christian	Bergmann,	general	manager	and	double	bass	
player,	 has	 been	 performing	 in	 the	 Staatskapelle	Weimar	 for	 17	 years.	 Both	musicians	 have	 been	
associated	with	 the	music	 of	 J.S.	 Bach	 since	 earliest	 childhood	and	 youth.	 Christian	Bergmann,	 for	
instance,	was	born	in	Arnstadt	and	baptised	in	the	Bach	Church.	
	
Real	experts	and	connoisseurs	with	experience	and	musical	enthusiasm	
The	founders	and	other	members	of	the	Thüringer	Bach	Collegium	have	many	years	of	experience	as	
soloists	 and	 first-chair	 players	 in	 large	 symphony	 and	 opera	 orchestras.	 And,	 if	 required,	 the	
ensemble	 is	 complemented	 by	 freelance	 musicians,	 experts	 in	 the	 field	 of	 ancient	 music	 and,	 in	
particular,	 with	 special	 instruments	 not	 played	 in	 a	 conventional	 orchestra,	 such	 as	 the	 viola	 da	
gamba,	recorder,	natural	horn	and	Baroque	trumpet.	
They	 all	 allow	 their	 expertise	 from	working	 with	major	 conductors	 and	 soloists	 to	 flow	 into	 their	
music.	 Their	wealth	 of	 experience	 from	music	 culture	 to	 contemporary	music,	 combined	with	 the	
latest	scientific	insights	into	historical	performances,	complements	and	enlivens	the	current	concert	
programme	 in	 the	 field	 of	 ancient	 and	 Baroque	music.	 Regular	 performances	 with	 internationally	
renowned	conductors	and	soloists	enhances	the	orchestra’s	musical	spectrum.		
	
	
	



	

www.bachland.de	

Thuringia	Cultural	Ambassador	
“The	Thüringer	Bach	Collegium	stands	for	immense	musical	enthusiasm	and	energy.	Our	concerts	are	
intended	to	touch	the	listeners	and	to	enable	them	to	dive	 into	a	world	beyond	the	everyday	hustle	
and	 bustle”,	 says	 Christian	 Bergmann	 describing	 the	 motivation	 behind	 the	 newly	 founded	
ensemble.	“We	unite	highly	qualified	musicians	from	the	whole	of	Thuringia.	As	an	ambassador	from	
Bachland	Thüringen,	we	wish	to	go	out	into	the	world	to	present	Thuringia’s	music	culture	and,	above	
all,	our	rich	treasure	of	Baroque	music.	Across	all	languages	and	generations,	with	music	something	
‘resonates’	–	in	the	true	meaning	of	the	word	–	inside	the	listener.	Baroque	music	has	brought	forth	
many	pieces	 of	music,	which	meanwhile	 are	 intuitively	 known	 to	 a	 broad	public,	 for	 instance	 from	
commercials	and	 films.	 In	order	 to	 reach	as	many	people	as	possible,	we	appear	at	 festivals	and	 in	
(Bach)	churches.	Here	the	threshold	 is	 lower	than,	say,	 in	a	theatre	or	opera	house,	where	Baroque	
music	is	less	frequently	found	in	the	repertoires.			
	
Instruments	–	witnesses	of	their	era		
The	Thüringer	Bach	Collegium	plays	on	valuable	historical	string	instruments,	including	violins	from	
Giovanni	Grancino	or	 replicas	of	historical	wind	 instruments.	The	 string	 instruments	are	all	 around	
300	 years	 old.	 This	 means	 they	 were	 already	 being	 played	 and	 listened	 to	 during	 the	 lifetime	 of	
Johann	Sebastian	Bach.	
	
	
Performance	dates	
	
Sneak	preview	
29th	April	2018	·	11	a.m.	·	Rittergut	Störmede	
Works	by	Johann	Sebastian	Bach,	Antonio	Vivaldi	
WESTFALEN	CLASSICS	
Ticket	prices	for	the	spring	edition	2018	
Single	concert:	€25	(conc.	€17)	
Ticket	hotline:	Anne	Jakob	
Phone:	02941	–	2737194	
E-mail:	tickets@westfalenclassics.de	
	
	
Inaugural	concert		
	
Bachkirche	Arnstadt	
13th	May	2018	·	5	p.m.	
Works	by	Johann	Sebastian	Bach,	Antonio	Vivaldi	
Jörg	Reddin	–	Cantor	of	Bachkirche	Arnstadt	-	organ/harpsichord	
Tickets	can	be	purchased	at	Arnstadt	Tourist	Information	and	at	the	box	office		
Entrance:	EUR	18,	conc.	EUR	16		
Tourist	Information	Arnstadt:	
Markt	1,	99310	Arnstadt	
Phone:	03628	/	602049	
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Orangerie	Belvedere	Weimar	
9th	June	2018	·	4	p.m.			
Johann	Sebastian	Bach	»Brandenburgische	Konzerte«		
with	Christine	Kessler	–	harpsichord,	Rupprecht	Drees	–	trumpet	
Entrance:	EUR	20,	conc.	EUR	15		
	
10th	June	2018	·	11	a.m.		
Morning	concert	
Virtuoso	Baroque	music	for	harpsichord	and	string	instruments.	With	Christine	Kessler,	harpsichord	
	
Entrance:	EUR	15,	conc.	EUR	10		
	
Tickets	can	be	purchased	at	Tourist	Information	Arnstadt	and	at	the	box	office.	
Tourist	Information	Weimar:	
Markt	10,	99423	Weimar	
Tel:	03643	-	745745		
	
	
	
WESTFALEN	CLASSICS	
Büren,	Gut	Holthausen	
23rd	September	2018	·	7.30	p.m.		
Works	by	Johann	Sebastian	Bach	and	Antonio	Vivaldi	
	
Schloss	Körtlinghausen	
25th	September	2018	·	7.30	p.m.		
Works	by	Johann	Sebastian	Bach,	George	Frederick	Handel,	Antonio	Vivaldi	
	
Ticket	hotline:	Anne	Jakob	
Phone:	02941	–	2737194	
E-mail:	tickets@westfalenclassics.de	
	
	
Press	Service	
We	 would	 be	 happy	 to	 receive	 requests	 for	 interviews	 and	 reservations	 for	 press	 tickets	 on	 the	
above-mentioned	performance	dates.	
On	request,	we	will	send	photos	in	printable	resolution.	
If	they	are	to	be	published,	please	send	us	an	author’s	copy,	PDFs	or	links	to	the	media	coverage.	
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